10/14/2005 14:37 FAX 714 540 9823 FCH&S COSTA BIESA @)005 



IN THE CT. ATMS 

Please amend the claims as shown below. The claims, as pending in the 
subject application, read as follows: 

1. to 50. (Canceled) 

51. (Previously Presented) A print system which provides a print service 
for printing an electronic document in response to a print request that includes designation 
of the electronic document to be printed, said print system comprising: 

an accepting unit, adapted to accept a print job request; and 
a computing unit, adapted to compute a use fee for the print service, 
wherein, if the print job request is accepted via a server apparatus, said 
computing unit computes the use fee for the print service on the basis of a first billing rate, 
and 

if the print job request is accepted directly by a printer, said computing unit 
computes the use fee for the print service on the basis of a second billing rate, wherein the 
first billing rate differs from the second billing rate. 

52. (Previously Presented) A print system according to claim 51, wherein 
image data is transferred via a network from the server apparatus to the printer. 

53. (Previously Presented) A print system according to claim 51 , wherein 
the server apparatus transmits registered image data to the printer in response to the print 
job request from a client. 
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54. (Previously Presented) A print system according to claim 5 1 , wherein 
the server apparatus ha, a function of managing the print service and the server apparatus 
includes said computing unit. 

55. (Previously Presented) A print system according to claim 51, wherein 
said computing unit computes the use fee in accordance with a print result notice irom the 
printer. 



56. (Previously Presented) A print system according to claim 51, wherein 
the server apparatus is connected to a client apparatus and the printer via a network. 

57. (PreviouslyPresented) A control method for a print system which 
provides a print service for printing an electronic document in response to a print request 
that includes designation of the electronic document to be printed, said method comprising: 

an accepting step of accepting a print job request; and 

a computing step of computing a use fee for the print service, 

wherein, if the print job request is accepted via a server apparatus in said 

accepting step, said computing step computes the use fee for the print service on the basis 

of a first billing rate, and 

if the print job request is accepted directly by a printer in said accepting 
step, said computing step computes the use fee for the print service on the basis of a second 
billing rate, wherein the first billing rate differs from the second billing rate. 
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58. (Previously Presented) A control method according to claim 57, 
wherein image data is transferred via a network from the server apparatus to the printer. 

59. (Previously Presented) A control method according to claim 57, 
wherein the server apparatus transmits registered image data to the printer in response to 
the print job request from a client. 

60. (Previously Presented) A control method according to claim 57, 
wherein the server apparatus has a function of managing the print service and the server 
apparatus includes a computing unit for executing said computing step. 

61. (Previously Presented) A control method according to claim 57, 
wherein said computing step computes the use fee in accordance with a print result notice 
from the printer. 

62. (Previously Presented) A control method according to clams 57, 
wherein the server apparatus is connected to a client apparatus and the printer via a 
network. 

63. (Previously Presented) A server apparatus which provides a print 
service for printing an electronic document in response to a print request that includes 
designation of the electronic document to be printed, said apparatus comprising: 

an accepting unit, adapted to accept a print job request; and 
a computing unit, adapted to compute a use fee for the print service, 
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wherein, if the print job request is accepted via a server apparatus, said 
computing unit computes the use fee for the print service on the basis of a first billing rate, 
and 

if the print job request is accepted directly by a printer, said computing unit 
computes the use fee for the print service on the basis of a secoxi d billing rate, wherein the 
first billing rate differs from the second hilling rate. 

64. (Previously Presented) A server apparatus according to claim 63, 
wherein image data is transferred via a network from said server apparatus to the printer. 

65. (Previously Presented) A server apparatus according to claim 63, 
wherein said server apparatus transmits registered image data to the printer in response to 
the print job request from a client. 



66. (Previously Presented) A server apparatus according to claim 63, 
whereon said server apparatus has a function of managing the print , 



; service. 



67. (Previously Presented) A server apparatus according to claim 63, 
wherein said computing unit computes the use fee in accordance with a print result notice 
from the printer. 

68. (Previously Presented) A server apparatus according to claim 63, 
wherein said server apparatus is connected to a client apparatus and the printer via a 
network. 
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69. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium on which is 
stored a computer-executable program to execute a control method for a print system 
which provides a print service for printing an electronic document in response to a print 
request that includes designation of the electronic document to be printed, said program 
comprising: 

an accepting step of accepting a print job request; and 

a computing step of computing a use fee for the print service, 

wherein, if the print job request is accepted via a server apparatus in said 

accepting step, said computing step computes the use fee for the print service on the basis 

of a first billing rate, and 

if the print job request is accepted directly by a printer in said accepting 
step, said computing step computes the use fee for the print service on the basis of a second 
billing rate, wherein the first billing rate differs from the second billing rate. 

70. (Currently Amended) A comDUter^cadabig storage medium according 
to claim 69, wherein image data is transferred via a network from the server apparatus to 
the printer. 

71. (Currently Amended) A cotmjuter^eadable storage medium according 
to claim 69, wherein the server apparatus transmits registered image data to the printer in 
response to the print job request from a client. 
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72. (Currently Amended) A computer-ra^hl* storage medium according 
to chin, 69, wherein the server apparatus has a function of managing the print service and 
the server apparatus includes a computing unit for executing said computing step. 

73. (Currently Amended) A computefcreadjrfjte storage medium according 
to claim 69, wherein said computing step computes the use fee in accordance with a print 
result notice from the printer. 

74. (Currently Amended) A c omputer-readable storage medium according 
to claim 69, wherein the server apparatus is connected to a client apparatus and the printer 
via a network. 

75. (Previously Presented) A program stored on a computer-readable 
storage medium, the program causing a computer to execute a control method for a print 
system which provides a print service for printing an electronic document in response to a 
print request that includes designation of the electronic document to be printed, said 
program comprising: 

an accepting module for accepting a print job request; and 

a computing module for computing a use fee for the print service, 

wherein, if the print job request is accepted via a server apparatus by said 

accepting module, said computing module computes the use fee for the print service on the 

basis of a first billing rate, and 
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if the print job request is accepted d,rectly by a printer by said accepting 
module, said computing module computes the use fee for the print service on the basis of a 
second billingrate, wherein the first billing rate differs from the second billing rate. 

76. (Previously Presented) A program according to claim 75, wherein 
imago data is transferred via a network from the server apparatus to the printer. 

77. (Previously Presented) A program according to claim 75, wherein the 
server apparatus transmits registered image data to the printer in response to the print job 
request from a client. 

78. (Previously Presented) A program according to claim 75, wherein the 
server apparatus has a function of managing the print service and the server apparatus 
includes a computing unit for executing said computing module. 

79. (Previously Presented) A program according to claim 75, wherein said 
computing module computes the use fee in accordance with a print result notice from the 
printer. 

80. (Previously Presented) A program according to claim 75, wherein the 
server apparatus is connected to a client apparatus and the printer via a network. 
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81. (Currently Amended) A print system which provides a print service for 
printing an electronic document in response to a print request that includes designation of 
the electronic document to be printed, said print system comprising: 

a managing unit, adapted to manage user identification information for 
identifying a user requesting the print service and use information on use results of the 
print service usedby the user, wherein the user information and the use information are 
related to each other; 

a determination unit, adapted to dynamically determine a discount rate of a 
billing rate for the print service on the basis of the use information managed by said 
managing mean s unit on use results of the print service used by the user, and 

a computing unit, adapted to compute a settlement amount for the print 
service in accordance with the discount rate determined by said determination unit 

82. (Previously Presented) A print system according to claim 81, further 

comprising: 

a discount information managing unit, adapted to manage discount 
information on the discount rate of the billing rate for the print service to be applied to the 
user; and 

a notifying unit, adapted to notify the user that the discount information on 
the discount rate of the billing rate for the print service was updated, 

wherein said discount information managing unit updates the discount 
information in accordance with the use information on the use results for the print service 
used by the user 7 and 
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said notifying unit notifies the user that the discount information was 

updated. 

83. (Previously Presented) A print system according to claim 81, wherein 
said managing unit includes a management table storing the user identification information 
for identifying the user and the use information on the use results for the print service used 
by the user, with both the user identification information and the use information being 
related to each other, and updates the management table for the user in accordance with use 
of the print service by the user. 

84. (Previously Presented) A print system according to claim 83, further 
comprising a notifying unit, adapted to notify the user that the management table was 
updated, 

wherein said managing unit updates the management table for the user in 
accordance with use of the print service by the user, and 

said notifying unit notifies the user that the management table was updated. 

85. (Previously Presented) A print system according to claim 81 , further 
comprising a condition determining unit, adapted to determine a charge condition applied 
to the user, in accordance with the use information on the use results for the print service 
used by the user. 

86. (Previously Presented) A print system according to claim 81, further 

comprising: 
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a condition managing unit, adapted to manage user identification 
information for identifying the user and charge condition information on a charge condition 
applied to the user, wherein both the user identification information and the charge 
condition information are related to each other; and 

a notifying unit, adapted to notify the user that the charge condition applied 
to the user was updated, 

wherein said condition managing unit updates the charge condition 
information applied to the user in accordance with use of the print service by the user, and 

said notifying unit notifies the user that the charge condition applied to the 
user was updated. 

87. (Previously Presented) A control method for a print system which 
provides a print service for printing an electronic document in response to a print request 
that includes designation of the electronic document to be printed, said method comprising: 

a managing step of managing user identification information for identifying 
a user requesting the print service and use information on use results of the print service 
used by the user, wherein the user information and the use information are related to each 
other; 

a determination step of dynamically determining a discount rate of a billing 
rate for the print service on the basis of the use information managed in the management 
step on the use results of the print service used by the user; and 

a computing step of computing a settlement amount for the print service in 
accordance with the discount rate determined in said determination step. 
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88. (Previously Presented) A control method according to claim 87, further 

comprising: 

a discount information managing step of managing discount information or, 
the discount rate of the billing rate for th e print serv.ce to be applied to the user; and 

a notifying step of notifying the user that the discount information on the 
discount rale of the billing rate for the print service was updated, 

wherein said discount information managing step updates the discount 
^formation in accordance with the use information on the use results for the print service 
used by the user, and 

said notifying step is adapted to notify the user that the discount information 

was updated. 



89. (Previously Presented) A control method according to claim 87, 
wherein, in said managing step, a management table is used to store the user identification 
information for identifying me user and the use information on the use results for the print 
service used by the user, with both the user identification information and the use 
information being related to each other, and said managing step is adapted to update the 
management table for the user in accordance with use of the print service by the user. 

90. (Previously Presented) A control method according to claim 89, further 
comprising a notifying step of notifying the user that the management table was updated, 

wherein said managing step is adapted to update the management table fox 
the user in accordance with use of the print service by the user, and 



- 12- 

PAGE 15/26 * RCVD AT 10)14/2005 5:37:50 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR;USPT0-Ef XRF-6/31 * DNiS:2738300 ' CSID:7U 540 9823 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-15 



10/14/2005 14:40 FAX 714 540 9823 



FCH&S COSTA MESA 



@016 



said notifying step is adapted to notify the user that the management table 

was updated. 



91. (Previously Presented) A control method according to claim 87, further 
comprising a condition determining step of detennining a charge condition applied to the 
user, in accordance with the use information on the use results for the print service used by 
the user. 

92. (Previously Presented) A control method according to claim 87, further 

comprising: 

a condition managing step of managing the user identification mfbrmanon 
for identifying the user and charge condition information on a charge condition applied to 
the user, wherein both the user identification information and the charge condition 
information are related to each other, and 

a notifying step of notifying the user that the charge condition applied to the 
user was updated, 

wherein said condition managing step is adapted to update the charge 
condition information applied to the user in accordance with use of the print service by the 
user, and 

said notifying step is adapted to notify the user that the charge condition 
applied to the user was updated. 
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93. (Previously Presented) A server apparatus which a provides print 
service for printing an electronic document in response to a print request that includes 
designation of the electronic document to be printed, sad apparatus comprising: 

a managing unit, adapted to manage user identification information for 
identifying a user requesting the print service and use information on use results of the 
print service used by the user, wherein the user identification information and the use 
information are related to each other, 

a determination unit, adapted to dynamically determine a discount rate of a 
billing rate for the print service on the basis of the use information managed by the 
managing unit on use results for the print service used by the user; and 

a computing unit, adapted to compute a settlement amount for the print 
serv, ce in accordance with me discount rate determined by said determination unit 

94. (Previously Presented) A server apparatus according to claim 93, 
further comprising: 

a discount information managing unit, adapted to manage discount 
information on the discount rate of the billing rate for the print service to be applied to the 

user, and 

a notifying unit, adapted to notify the user that the discount information on 
the discount rate of the billing rate for the print service was updated, 

wherein said discount information managing unit updates the discount 
information in accordance with the use information on the use results for the print service 
used by the user, and 
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said notifying unit notifies the user that the discount infonnation was 

updated. 



95. (Previously Presented) A server apparatus according to claim 93, 
wherein said managing unit includes a management table storing the user identification 
infonnation for identifying the user and the use infonnation on the use results for the print 
service used by the user, with both of the user identification information and the use 
information being related to each other, and updates the management table for the user in 
accordance with use of the print service by the user. 



96. (Previously Presented) A server apparatus according to claim 95, 
farther comprising a notifying unit, adapted to notify the user that the management table 
was updated, 

wherein said managing unit updates the management table for the user in 
accordance with use of the print service by the user, and 

said notifying unit notifies the user that the management table was updated. 

97. (PreviouslyPresented) A server apparatus according to claim 93 , 
further comprising a condition deterrnining unit, adapted to determine a charge condition 
applied to the user, in accordance with the use information on the use results for the print 
service used by the user. 



98. (PreviouslyPresented) A server apparatus according to claim 93, 
further comprising: 
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a condition managing unit, adapted to manage user identification 
information for identifying the user and charge condition information on a charge condition 
applied to the user, wherein both the user identification information and the charge 
condition information are related to each other; and 

a notifying unit, adapted to notify the user that the charge condition applied 
to the user was updated, 

wherein said condition managing unit updates the charge condition 
information applied to the user in accordance with use of the print service by the user, and 

said notifying unit notifies the user that the charge condition applied to the 
user was updated 

99. (Currently Amended) A comoutewsadabjg storage medium on which 
is stores stored a computer-execntth l g program to execute a control method for a print 
system which provides a print service for printing an electronic document in response to a 
print request that includes designation of the electronic document to be printed, said 
program comprising: 

a managing step of managing user identification information for identifying 
a user requesting the print service and use ^formation on use results of the print service 
used by the user, wherein the user identification information and the use information are 
related to each other, 

a detennination step of dynamically determining a discount rate of a billing 
rate for the print service on the basis of the use information on use results of the print 
service used by the user managed in said managing step; and 
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a computing step of computing a settlement amount for the print service in 
accordance with the discount rate determined in said determination step. 

100. (Currently Amended) A computer-readnhlr storage medium according 
to claim 99, wherein said program further comprises: 

a discount information managing step of managing discount information on 
the discount rate of the billing rate for the print service to be applied to the user, and 

a notifying step of notifying the user that the discount information on the 
discount rate of the billing rate for the print service was updated, 

wherein said discount information managing step is adapted to update the 
discount information m accordance with the use information on the use results of the print 
service used by the user, and 

said notifying step is adapted to notify the user that the discount information 

was updated. 

101. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable, storage medium according 
to claim 99, wherein, m said managing step, a management table is used to store the user 
identification information for identifying the user and the use information on the use results 
of the print service used by the user, with both the user identification information and the 
use information being related to each other, and said managing step is adapted to update 
the management table for the user in accordance with use of the print service by the user. 
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102. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium according 
to claim 101 3 wherein said program further comprises a notifying step of notifying the user 
that the management table was updated, 

wherein said managing step is adapted to update the management table for 
the user in accordance with use of the print service by the user, and 

said notifying step is adapted to notify the user that the management table 

was updated. 

103. (Currently Amended) A com^uter-r^hl. storage mednmi according 
to claim 99, wherein said program further comprises a condition determining step of 
determining a charge condition applied to the user, in accordance with the u 5e information 
on the use results of the print service used by the user. 

104. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium according 
to claim 99, wherein said program further cornprises: 

a condition managing step of managing user identification information for 
identifying the user and charge condition information on a charge condition applied to the 
user, wherein both the user identification information and the charge condition information 
are related to each other; and 

a notifying step of notifying the user that the charge condition applied to the 
user was updated, 

wherein said condition managing step is adapted to update the charge 
condition information applied to the user in accordance with use of the print service by the 
user, and 
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said notifying step is adapted to notify the user that the charge condition 
applied to the user was updated. 

105. (Previously Presented) A program stored on a computer-readable 
storage medium, the program causing a computer to execute a control method for a print 
system which provides a print service for printing an electronic document in response to a 
print request that includes designation of the electronic document to be printed, said 
program comprising: 

a managing module for managing user identification information for 
identifying a user requesting the print service and use information on use results of the 
print service used by the user, wherein the user identification information and the use 
information are related to each other; 

a determination module for dynamically determining a discount rate of a 
billing rate for the print service on the basis of the use information on use results of the 
print service used by the user managed by said managing module; and 

a computing module for computing a settlement amount for the print service 
in accordance with the discount rate determined by said determination module. 

106. (Previously Presented) A program according to claim 105, further 

comprising: 

a discount information managing module for managing discount 
information on the discount rate of the billing rate for the print service to be applied to the 
user; and 
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a notirying.module for notifying the user thai the discount information on 
the discount rate of the billing rate for the print service was updated, 

wherein said discount information managing module is adapted to update 
the discount information in accordance with the use information on the use results of the 
print service used by the user, and 

said notifying module is adapted to notify the user that the discount 
information was updated. 

107. (Previously Presented) A program according to claim 105, wherein, in 
the process by said managing module, a management table is used to store the user 
identification information for identifying the user and the use information on the use results 
for the print service used by the ^ with both of the user identification information and 
the use information being related to each other, and said managing module is adapted to 
update the management table for the user in accordance with use of the print service by the 



user. 



1 08. (Previously Presented) A program according to claim 107, further 
comprising a notifying module for notifying the user that the management table was 
updated, 

wherein said managing module is adapted to update the management table 
for the user in accordance with use of the print service by the user, and 

said notifying module is adapted to notify the user that the management 
table was updated. 
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109. (Previously Presented) A program according to claim 105, further 

I 

comprising a condition determining module for determining a chWge condition appued l 0 
the user> in accordance with the u Se information on the use results of the print service used 

by the user. 

110. (Previously Presented) A program according to claim 1 05, further 

comprising: j 

i 

j 

a condition managing module for managing user identification information 
for identifying the user and charge condition information on a chaYge condition applied to 

i 

the user, wherein both the user identification information and the charge condition 
information are related to each other; and 

a notifying module for notifying the user that the charge condition applied to 
the user was updated, \ 

t 

wherein said condition managing module is adapted to update the charge 
condition information applied to the user in accordance with use of the print service by the 
user, and ! 

said notifying module is adapted to notify the user that the charge condition 
applied to the user was updated. 
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